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The College Free Speech Rankings are based on student surveys,
campus policies, and recent speech-related controversies.
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Overview

Colby College ranks 125 in the 2026 College Free Speech Rankings with a
score of 58, an F speech climate grade. Its written student policies still
earn a “yellow light” Spotlight rating, and the college has yet to adopt the
Chicago Statement or an official commitment to institutional neutrality.

Student perceptions place Colby in the top 50 for “Self-Censorship,”
indicating that comparatively few students report holding back their
opinions. Beyond that bright spot, no metric falls into the nation’s top tiers,
and the college’s policy environment continues to drag down its overall
score.

Colby could improve by revising its written speech policies to earn a “green
light” Spotlight rating, as well as adopting the Chicago Statement and an
official commitment to institutional neutrality.
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SPEECH CONTROVERSIES
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Yellow ¢

FIRE’s Spotlight database annually
rates regulations on student
expression based on the extent to
which they restrict free speech.

If you are a school administrator and would like to discuss your rating, reach out to speechcodes@thefire.org.

Visit our website: https://rankings.thefire.org/ for more information.
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