Barnard College
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The College Free Speech Rankings are based on student surveys,
campus policies, and recent speech-related controversies.
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Overview

Barnard College’s dead last rank is the result of numerous free speech controversies
and the students’ perceptions of free speech on campus. Survey data place

Barnard near the bottom in five of six key areas. It ranks dead last for both “Comfort
Expressing Ideas” and “Administrative Support,” with the latter being the worst score
in College Free Speech Rankings history. It also lands in the bottom 25 for “Political
Tolerance” and “Self-Censorship,” and the bottom 50 for “Disruptive Conduct.”

Barnard’s dismal performance reflects a climate where free expression is neither
protected nor prioritized. To rebuild trust, Barnard must overhaul its restrictive
speech codes to earn a “green light” Spotlight rating, adopt the Chicago Statement,
and commit to institutional neutrality. It should also embed robust First Amendment
education into orientation so students understand their rights — and the line
between protected speech and unlawful conduct.
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The most comprehensive
guide to free speech on
campus — anywhere

Because a true university
education requires freedom
of expression.

SPEECH CONTROVERSIES
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Yellow?

FIRE’s Spotlight database
annually rates regulations
on student expression based
on the extent to which they
restrict free speech.

If you are a school administrator and would like to discuss your rating, reach out to speechcodes@thefire.org.

Visit our website: https://rankings.thefire.org/ for more information.
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