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Overview
University of California, Berkeley ranks 215 out of 261 schools in the 
2027 College Free Speech Rankings with a score of 56 and an F speech 
climate grade. UC Berkeley earns a “yellow light” Spotlight rating. It 
was penalized after protesters disrupted an event this year featuring a 
Google scientist.

UC Berkeley lands in the bottom 25 on “Disruptive Conduct,” showing 
student acceptance of non-peaceful forms of protest. It tumbled 130 
places from last year on “Administrative Support,” meaning students 
doubt administrators will defend speech, and 114 places on “Comfort 
Expressing Ideas,” indicating discomfort sharing views on controversial 
topics. UC Berkeley should revise student policies to earn a “green 
light” Spotlight rating, adopt the pro-free speech Chicago Statement, 
and adopt an official commitment to institutional neutrality. It should 
clearly and forcefully defend free speech whenever censorship occurs 
or is demanded.
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38% of students say 
they have self-censored 

on campus at least 
once or twice a month.

81% of students say 
shouting down a 

speaker to prevent 
them from speaking on 
campus is acceptable, 
at least in rare cases.

43% of students say 
using violence to 

stop someone from 
speaking on campus is 
acceptable, at least in 

rare cases.

There are roughly 5.62 
liberal students for 

every one conservative 
student.
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