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Overview

One Delaware school is ranked in the 2026 College Free Speech Rankings. The
University of Delaware ranks 156 overall and earns an F speech-climate grade.

Students at UD report low “Comfort Expressing Ideas” and high levels of “Self-
Censorship,” suggesting they struggle to speak openly on campus. UD holds

a “yellow light” rating in FIRE’s Spotlight database and has not adopted the pro-
free speech Chicago Statement or a statement on institutional neutrality.

Reforming restrictive policies and making a stronger public commitment to free
expression would help improve the speech climate at Delaware’s flagship university.

If you have questions, reach out to fire@thefire.org or visit us at https://rankings.thefire.org/.
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