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The College Free Speech Rankings are based on student surveys,
campus policies, and recent speech-related controversies.
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Overview

Two Kansas schools are ranked in the 2027 College Free Speech Rankings. The state’s
average speech climate grade is D, compared to the national average of D-.

Kansas State University ranks 35 overall and is the state’s top-ranked school. It holds
a “green light” rating in FIRE’s Spotlight database. KSU ranks in the bottom 50 for
“Self-Censorship” and “Openness,” suggesting students struggle to speak openly.

The University of Kansas follows at rank 111. It holds a “yellow light” rating and falls
in the bottom 50 for “Comfort Expressing Ideas,” pointing to widespread student
hesitation to speak out. The Kansas Board of Regents has affirmed the pro-free
speech Chicago Statement, applying to both campuses. Neither school has adopted
a statement on institutional neutrality. Revising restrictive student policies at KU and
adopting institutional neutrality would help improve these schools’ speech climates.

If you have questions, reach out to fire@fire.org or visit us at rankings.fire.org/.
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